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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-44 are presented for examination. Claim 21-44 is new claims 
and restricted. 

2. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 02/22/2005 
was filed after the mailing date of the office action on 09/20/2004. The 
submission is in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97. Accordingly, 
the information disclosure statement is being considered by the examiner. 

Election/ Restrictions 

3. Newly submitted claims 21-44 directed to an invention that is 
independent or distinct from the invention originally claimed for the following 
reasons: 

Server farm comprising first server and second server and first server 
communicating with second server. 

Since applicant has received an action on the merits for the originally 
presented invention, this invention has been constructively elected by 
original presentation for prosecution on the merits. Accordingly, claims 21- 
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44 withdrawn from consideration as being directed to a non-elected 
invention. See 37 CFR 1.142(b) and MPEP § 821.03. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in 
this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by 
another filed in the United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, 
or on an international application by another who has fulfilled the requirements of 
paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention thereof by 
the applicant for patent. 

5. Claims 1-20 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Colby et al. (6,006,264) (hereinafter Colby). 

6. As per claims 1 and 11, Colby discloses an information processing 
system and method, comprising: 

a first computing device configured to: 

receive a first information packet (col 4, lines 63-67) originating from 
a client (col 8, lines 35-40); 
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in response to the first information packet (col 4, lines 63-67), 

identify a computing device (110, fig lb) that stores a data structure 

of a connection with the client (col 8, lines 35-40); 

when the identified computing device is the first computing device (col 
8, lines 40-43), perform an operation of a server application in response to 
the first information packet (col 8, lines 44-49); and 

when the identified computing device is a second computing device 
(col 8, lines 49-55), output a second information packet (col 4, lines 63-67) 
to the second computing device, wherein the second computing device is 
configured to perform the operation in response (col 8, lines 9-15) to the 
second information packet (col 4, lines 63-67), the second information 
packet (col 4, lines 63-67) including a reference to the data structure (col 7, 
lines 41-45), the reference being included (redirect, col 8, lines 9-15) within 
a single header of the second information packet (col 7, lines 41-45 and col 
8, lines 34-46). 

7. As per claims 2 and 12, Colby discloses the second information packet 
includes the first information packet (modified, col 8, lines 9-15). 

8. As per claims 3 and 13, Colby discloses the reference includes an IP 
address of the client (col 6, lines 58-63), a port of a second application 



Application/Control Number: 09/872,539 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2154 

executed by the client (col 6, lines 7-20), an IP address of the second 
computing device client (col 6, lines 58-63), and a port of the first 
application executed by the second computing device client (col 6, lines 58- 
63). 

9. As per claims 4 and 14, Colby discloses the port of the first application 
is a TCP port (col 1, lines 49-54). 

10. As per claims 5 and 15, Colby discloses the port of the first application 
is a UDP port (col 1, lines 49-54). 

11. As per claims 6 and 16, Colby discloses the first computing device is 
configured to receive the first information packet through a global computer 
network (internet, col 4, lines 60-67). 

12. As per claims 7 and 17, Colby discloses the first computing device is 
for: when the identified computing device is a second computing device (col 
8, lines 34-46), outputting the second information packet to the second 
computing device through a local area network (col 5, lines 22-25). 
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13. As per claims 8 and 18, Colby discloses the server application is a 
socket application (the Office takes the term "socket application" as any 
application which either uses, controls, or interfaces with a socket, such as a 
web server, 120b, fig lb, col 1, lines 49-58). 

14. As per claims 9 and 19, Colby discloses the first computing device 
comprise a network interface card (this is the inherent feature of Colby, 
since the Server would be unable to communicate with network if a NIC was 
not installed on the server, 120b, fig lb). 

15. As per claims 10 and 20, Colby discloses the first information packet 
(TCP SYN, col 10, lines 40-41) is addressed by the client to the first 
computing device (col 10, lines 40-41), and wherein the first computing 
device is configured to receive the first information packet TCP SYN, col 10, 
lines 40-41) in response to the addressing (col 10, lines 44-50). 

Response to Arguments 

16. Applicant's arguments filed 02/22/2005 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive, therefore rejections to claims 1-20 is maintained. 
Claims 21-44 are new and restricted. 
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17. In the remarks applicants argued that: 

A. Colby does not disclose a first computing device for: receive 
a first information packet originating from a client; in response 
to the first information packet, identify a computing device that 
stores a data structure of a connection with the client; when the 
identified computing device is the first computing device, 
perform an operation of a server application in response to the 
first information packet; and when the identified computing 
device is a second computing device, output a second 
information packet to the second computing device, wherein the 
second computing device is configured to perform the operation 
in response to the second information packet, the second 
information packet including a reference to the data structure, 
the reference being included within a single header of the second 
information packet. 

18. In response to applicant's argument A, examiner respectfully 
disagrees. Colby discloses a first computing device (100a, 110, fig lb, web 
server) configured to: receive a first information packet (col 5, lines 42-51 
and col 4, lines 63-67) originating from a client (col 8, lines 35-40); in 
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response to the first information packet (the request comes from the client 
to the web server, col 5, lines 42-51 and col 4, lines 63-67), identify a 
computing device (lOOa-c, 110, fig lb, switch identifies the computing 
devices that is one of the server in the server farm) that stores a data 
structure of a connection with the client (col 8, lines 35-40 and col 5, lines 
62-67, flow switch establishes the connection between client and server); 
when the identified computing device is the first computing device (col 8, 
lines 40-43 and 100a-c,110, fig lb, switch identifies the computing devices 
that is one of the server in the server farm), perform an operation of a 
server application in response to the first information packet (col 8, lines 44- 
49); and when the identified computing device is a second computing 
device (col 8, lines 49-55), output a second information packet (packets are 
transmitted from one end to other end, col 4, lines 63-67) to the second 
computing device, wherein the second computing device is configured to 
perform the operation in response (col 8, lines 9-15 and col 5, lines 62-67, 
flow switch establishes the connection between client and server) to the 
second information packet (col 4, lines 63-67), the second information 
packet (col 4, lines 63-67) including a reference to the data structure (col 7, 
lines 41-45), the reference being included (redirect, col 8, lines 9-15) within 
a single header of the second information packet (it is inherent in the 
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context of http get command, col 7, lines 41-45 and col 8, lines 34-46 and 
col 4, lines 60-67 and col 5, lines 1-13, forwarding includes the information). 

Conclusion 

19. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the 
extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to 
expire THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a 
first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action 
and the advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE- 
MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will 
expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the 
advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply 
expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Mohammad A. Siddiqi whose 
telephone number is (571) 272-3976. The examiner can normally be 
reached on Monday -Thursday. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, John A. Follansbee can be reached on (571) 272- 
3964. The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained 
from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status 
information for published applications may be obtained from either Private 
PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is 
available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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